ASK THE EXPERTS

I'm considering adding a fireplace to my
home, but I'm not sure if gas or electric
is the better choice. What should I know
about the differences?

This is an excellent question. When deciding between
a gas or electric fireplace, consider how you plan to
use it, the type of heat you prefer, and the installation
requirements for your home. Both offer comfort

and style, but they work very differently, and those
differences will help you determine which one you'd
prefer in your home.

Heat output and ambiance contribute to the
differences between these two fireplaces. Gas
fireplaces produce real flames, creating a warm,
authentic atmosphere. They provide higher heat
output, making them practical for heating larger areas
or as a supplementary heat source in cooler months.
Many gas models can operate during a power outage,
which can be a significant advantage in winter. On

the other hand, electric fireplaces use LED lighting

to simulate flames. While modern technology makes
them look realistic, their heat is more modest—best
suited for supplemental warmth rather than heating
an entire home. Electric units often allow you to enjoy
the flame effect without any heat, which is useful year-
round.

Next, you’ll find that installation and maintenance
processes are different between these two types

of fireplaces. A gas fireplace requires professional
installation, a gas line connection, and proper venting.
Installation can be more involved and may have a
higher upfront cost. Once in place, gas fireplaces need
periodic inspections and maintenance to ensure safe
operation. Electric fireplaces are simpler; many just
plug into a standard outlet, with no fuel lines needed.
They’re a good option for spaces where running gas
lines is impractical. Maintenance is minimal, typically
involving occasional cleaning and dusting.

Operating costs and efficiency are another
difference. Gas fireplaces may cost more to install, but
can be cost-effective to run, especially if you use them
for regular heating. The exact cost will depend on your
local natural gas or propane rates. Electric fireplaces
are generally more affordable upfront and convert all
their electricity into heat. Still, their smaller output
means they’re best for spot heating rather than whole-
room heating in colder climates.
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Convenience is among the primary difference people
explore when curious about fireplace types. If you
want a strong heat source with the realism of real
flames, gas may be the way to go. Electric might be
your best choice if you prefer easier installation, lower
maintenance, and flexibility in placement. Both offer

a range of styles and designs, so you can select a
fireplace that enhances your home while fitting your
lifestyle.

Choosing between a gas or electric fireplace
ultimately comes down to your lifestyle, your home’s
layout, and the type of comfort you want to enjoy.
Both options offer unique advantages: gas fireplaces
bring authentic flames, higher heat output, and the
ability to keep your home warm even during a power
outage. In contrast, electric fireplaces provide year-
round flexibility, simpler installation, and minimal
maintenance.

To find the fireplace that's the right match for your
home, it's worth exploring options in person. At
LanChester Grill & Hearth, our Design Center lets

you explore various models in action and discuss
them with our experienced staff, who can explain the
differences and how they'll meet your needs or wants.
With expert guidance and plenty of choices, you can
feel confident in selecting the style and type that suits
your needs and enjoy a smooth, stress-free process
from start to finish.

Beyond fireplaces, LanChester is dedicated to
helping you create warm and inviting spaces
throughout your home and backyard. We offer a
wide variety of grills, smokers, and pellet, wood, and
gas stoves to fit your cooking and heating needs. For
homeowners who love to entertain outdoors, we also
design and install complete outdoor kitchens that
combine convenience, function, and style.

Whether you're looking to upgrade your indoor
heating solution or transform your backyard into the
ultimate gathering spot, LanChester has the products
and expertise to make it happen. Visit

our showroom today or schedule a

consultation to start planning your

perfect space.

Jim Davis
Fireplace Sales & Service Technician

LanChester Grill & Hearth

Discover the Warmth of Valor™

Experience the perfect blend of comfort, style, and performance.
Whether you choose gas or electric, Valor Fireplaces are built to create
real warmth and ambiance that transform your house into a home.

Real Heat,
Real Comfort

Gas fireplaces engineered to
deliver radiant warmth—even
when the power goes out.

Style Meets
Innovation

Electric fireplaces with sleek
designs, customizable flames,
and effortless control
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At LanChester Grill & Hearth, we make it easy to bring the warmth of Valor™ into your home.
Whether you're drawn to the efficiency of gas or the convenience of electric, our team will
guide you through the options and help you design a fireplace that fits your style, your space,
and your lifestyle. With Valor, comfort and beauty come standard.

717-287-8847

LanChesterGH.com
832 Pequea Ave,
just off Rt. 30 in Gap
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